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Statement by the Press Secretary on
Drug Control Policy

November 3, 1993

The President today signed a decision di-
rective that provides a policy framework for
U.S. international drug control efforts as part
of the Administration’s overall counter-drug
policy. The President designated Director
Lee Brown of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy as responsible for oversight
and direction for all counter-drug policies,
in coordination with the National Security
Council.

In his directive to Agencies involved in the
fight against illicit drugs in the hemisphere,
the President said that the scourge of illegal
narcotics is severely damaging the social fab-
ric of the United States and other countries.
He said that the operation of international
criminal narcotics syndicates is a national se-
curity threat requiring an extraordinary and
coordinated response by civilian and military
agencies, both unilaterally and by mobilizing
international cooperation with other nations
and international organizations such as the
U.N., OAS, and international financial insti-
tutions.

The President’s directive, the result of an
exhaustive 8-month review of U.S. inter-
national policies and strategies, instructed
Federal Agencies to change the emphasis in
U.S. international drug programs from the
past concentration largely on stopping nar-
cotics shipments to a more evenly distributed
effort across three programs:

—assisting source countries in addressing
the root causes of narcotics production
and trafficking through assistance for
sustainable development, strengthening
democratic institutions and cooperative
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programs to counter narcotics traffick-
ers, money laundering, and supply of
chemical precursors;

—combating international narco-traffick-
ing organizations;

—emphasizing more selective and flexible
interdiction programs near the U.S. bor-
der, in the transit zone, and in source
countries.

He directed that a working group chaired
by the State Department manage implemen-
tation of the international strategy, reporting
its activities to Director Brown.

The President stressed the need for Amer-
ican leadership in the fight against inter-
national drug trafficking. He pledged to work
with the Congress to ensure adequate fund-
ing for international counter-drug programs.

Executive Order 12877—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
12569

November 3, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
Compact of Free Association (the Compact)
and Public Laws 99-239 and 99-658, | here-
by order that Executive Order No. 12569 of
October 16, 1986, be amended as follows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (1)—(3) of sub-
section (e) of section 3 shall read:

“(e)(1) The Secretary of State shall be re-
sponsible for the conduct of United States
relations with the Freely Associated States,
carry out related matters, and provide appro-
priate support to the Interagency Group,
bearing in mind the continued special rela-
tionship between the United States and the
Freely Associated States.

(2) The Secretaries of Defense and Inte-
rior may, to the extent permitted by law, del-
egate any or all of their respective authorities
and responsibilities as described in this
Order to the Secretary of State or his or her
designee. The Secretary of State or his or
her designee shall serve as Executive Sec-
retary of the Interagency Group.



